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was wholly impossible, and must be dropped from the cal-
culations of practical policies." 17
The Italian Foreign Minister, San Giuliano, had de-
clared that, since Austria had not consulted her ally "before
entering upon a move so portentously aggressive,
Italy could not consider herself bound in connection with
the further consequences. ... The Austrian Note was
worded so aggressively and so ineptly, that the public
opinion both of Europe and of Italy would be against
Austria—no Italian Government could stand against it.
. . . The Triple Alliance compact was an obligation in con-
nection with a defensive war; Austria was now proceeding
aggressively; and Italy, therefore, even in the event of
Russian intervention, would not be further obligated." 18
So it began to look as if Bethmann's optimism and
"localization" policy might prove a frightful blunder.19
At a conference at Potsdam late on Monday afternoon,
July 27, between the Kaiser, Bethmann, Jagow, Moltke,
and some other officials,20 In spite of the irritation at the
Chancellor, there still seems to have been substantial soli-
darity of opinion that he was correct in his view that a
peaceful solution for the crisis could be found; and no
important military orders were issued.21 "Localization"
apparently still remained the German program.
iTLichnowsky to Bethmann, July 26; K.D., 218, 236.
is Flotow to Bethmann, July 24; K.D., 156, 168. For other disquieting
reports received by July 27 concerning Italy, arising from Berchtold's
failure to respect Italy's feelings as an ally and to purchase her loyalty
by satisfactory compensations, see K.D., 46, 109, 119, 136, 211, 244; and
above, ch. v., at notes 119-128.
 19	Lichnowsky had already realized this (of. his reports passim and
especially his letter to Bethmann of July 16, and Jagow's reply; K.D., 62,
72); Tirpitz and Helfferich, writing their recollections with the advantage
of hind-sight, also claim to have quickly realized it; but Bethmann, with
a less clear perception of- what Bismarck used to call the "imponderabilia"
has always asserted that he steered the only available course.
 20	Moltke, Erinnerungen, p. 381; Tirpitz, Politische Dokumente, II, 2,
says that he and the Minister of War, Falkenhayn, were not present.
 21	Investigating Commission, II, pp. 8f., 15; and Montgelas, in KSF,
V, 1208 ff., December, 1927.

